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The Bronington Bugle 
 Summer 2011 Issue 4 

EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to Issue 4 of The Bronington Bugle! In addition to producing the Bugle, 

Bronington Community Group have also produced an information leaflet for  

newcomers to the area. So, if you have new neighbours, please let us know and 

we’ll make sure that they receive a copy. 
 

Please feel free to give us your feedback, and do let us know if you have any ideas 

for additional articles that could be included within the Bugle. We welcome all  

contributions and articles can be sent to us via bronington@hotmail.co.uk.  

Alternatively, please contact Simon or Sarah on 01948 780688. 

A GLIMPSE AT THE PAST – HMS Bronington 
 

Launched on 19 March 1953, HMS Bronington (M1115) is a ‘Ton-class’ 
minesweeper of the Royal Navy, which were all named after British 
towns and villages ending in ‘-ton’. Constructed by Cook Welton and 
Gemmel at Hull and Beverley, HMS Bronington was the last of the 
‘wooden walls’, planked in mahogany to avoid triggering magnetic 
mines. At just 153 feet long, she was one of the smallest warships in the 
Royal Navy carrying a complement of 5 officers and 31 ratings.  
In 1976 Prince Charles was her Commander on exercises around the UK 
and Northern Europe. HMS Bronington was decommissioned in 1989.  
 

In 1979 Bronington village hosted Commander Terry Taylor and 12 crew 
members. They spent a week in the village enjoying our hospitality. On 
leaving they surprised the school by presenting a large shield which is 
still used today as the Victor Ludorum Trophy on Sports Day. Also a  
replica ‘ships badge’ was given. The motif used on the school badge is 
based on this shield which shows a mine bobbing on the ocean and 
crossed keys. 
 

Children from Bronington School last visited HMS Bronington when she 
was moved from the Manchester Ship Canal to Birkenhead and the care 
of the Historical Warships Museum at Vittoria Dock, Birkenhead.  
Unfortunately this closed in 2006 and now HMS Bronington lies in a  
corner of the West Float looking increasingly derelict. Plans to scuttle 
her have been put on hold. 
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BORDER SERVICES 
At Border Services we offer everything you need to make 
sure you enjoy safe reliable motoring. Our fully trained me-
chanics work on most Makes & Models of vehicles including 
4x4’s and light commercials.  

 Servicing 
 From £30 (dependant on make & model of vehicle) 

 Exhausts 
 Repairs or replacements 

 Brakes 
 Service Brakes and Handbrakes 

 Tyres 
 Brand Names or Budget Tyres for all Domestic & 

 Commercial vehicles 

 Welding  

 Engine Diagnostics 
 

For the key to safe reliable motoring ring Mark 

Tel: 01948 780233 

The MOT Station @ Border Garage 
We make MOT Testing our business 

 

Next time your car is due to have an MOT Test bring it to our completely  
independent testing station 

 

We test all class IV vehicles including family cars, 4x4’s and small commercial 
vehicles 

 

We can carry out an MOT Test up to 28 days in advance of the due date and 
your certificate will be dated from the expiry date of your last test 

 

Trade MOT Test enquiries welcome 
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BRONINGTON VILLAGE 
STORES 

School Lane, Bronington 
01948 780405 

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 7–7 
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 7–7:30 

Sunday 7–4 
 

For all your everyday essentials! 

 

A village shop is a vital community 
resource, the convenience of being 

able to buy everyday essentials such 
as bread and milk, without having to 

make a car journey should not be 
underestimated.  

Why not pop in and 
see what’s in the Village Stores! 

Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses  
National Nature Reserve 
 

Events 2011 
 

All events (unless stated) must be booked in advance by contacting  
01948 880362 or e-mailing paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk  
 

Sunday 5th June   Marvellous Moths of the Mosses Walk   2pm   
An afternoon walk with Pete Boardman, to look for the Argent and Sable and 
other day-flying moths of the Mosses as part of Wales Biodiversity Week. Meet 
at Morris’ Bridge, Whixall Moss NNR car park. www.biodiversitywales.org.uk  
 

Saturday 11 June   Water Vole Workshop   2pm – 4.15pm  
Join members of the Whitchurch Water Vole Group to find out about the  
lifestyles of these increasingly rare creatures and learn how to look for signs of 
activity. Meet at Bettisfield Village Hall.  
 

Sunday 10 July   Dazzling Dragonflies & Damselflies Walk   2pm 
Enjoy a walk around the Mosses with Emma Broad of Wrexham County  
Borough Council, and learn all about the wonderful world of these wetland  
creatures.  Meet at Manor House Reserve Base, Whixall.  
 

Sunday 31 July   All About Your Mosses   2pm  
Join Joan Daniels of Natural England on a walk around the Mosses to celebrate 
International Bog Day and see some of the creatures that thrive in this Wetland 
of International Importance. Meet at Manor House Reserve Base, Whixall.  
 

Wednesday 10 August  ‘Mad about the Mosses’ Children’s Summer  
Holiday Activity Day Bog Safari   10am – 2pm 
Put your detective skills to the test and explore the Reserve to see what creepy 
crawlies we can find. Make your own bug catcher, try your hand at pond  
dipping, make a model of your favourite bug and a wildlife home for your  
garden! Suitable for ages 5+. Meet at Manor House Reserve Base, Whixall and 
bring a picnic! Booking is essential. 
 

Friday 19 August   Bat Walk   7:30pm 
An evening bat walk with John Morgan and the Shropshire Bat Group to see and 
hear which species of these unique mammals occur on the Mosses. Booking 
essential. Meet at Bettisfield Old Railway Station. Bring your insect repellent 
and a torch! www.yearofthebat.org  
 

All events are FREE unless otherwise stated 

mailto:paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.biodiversitywales.org.uk
http://www.yearofthebat.org
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RECIPE – Elderflower Champagne 
 

As Spring heads towards Summer the blossoms begin to  
appear in the Elder Trees. What better accompaniment to a 
picnic than your own flowery sparkler! To make this refreshing 
drink you will need: 
 

Half a dozen full Elderflower heads—shaken to remove insects 
2 gallons / 10 litres of cold water 
2lbs / 1 kg of granulated sugar 
The juice of 2 lemons 
4 tbsp. white wine vinegar 
 

In a clean bucket, dissolve the sugar in the water and add the 
elderflowers, lemon juice, squeezed lemon halves and white 
wine vinegar. Stir, cover and leave for 24 hours, stirring  
occasionally. Strain through muslin into sterilised plastic  
bottles. Leave for at least a week until fizzy. If stored in a cool 
place, the resulting ‘Champagne’ will keep for up to 1 year. 

BORDER HYDRAULICS 
 

Founded in 2010, Border  
Hydraulics operates out of the 
Border Services premises at 
the Chequer, Bronington.  
Operating a fully mobile  
service, which enables most 
repairs to be undertaken  
onsite, Border Hydraulics are 
able to help you to keep your 
agricultural equipment in tip 
top condition. 
 

 

Chris Jones has 8-years’ experience in agricultural engineering and is 
well-known to the local farming community from the 5 years that he 
worked for Malpas Tractors. Specialising in the manufacture of hydraulic 
hoses, Chris is able to repair any agricultural machinery, together with 
plant and commercial vehicles. Operating out of his van enables Chris to 
respond quickly to any equipment breakdowns and to provide that all too 
important onsite service which enables you to get back to work as quickly 
as possible. So, if you should suffer a breakdown, why not give Chris a 
call to see how he can help you! 
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With a history in agricultural engineering, Border Hydraulics 
is experienced and qualified to undertake hydraulic,  
mechanical and electrical faults on all agricultural and  
commercial machines. This allows Border Hydraulics to  
offer our customers an efficient, complete and quality  
service. 
 

Hydraulic and mechanical engineering services 
Border Hydraulics’ engineers are fully qualified and our service 

vehicles are equipped to undertake most engineering jobs on 

site or where it is safe and convenient to do so. 
 

Fully mobile hydraulic hose replacement service 
Flexible hoses from ¼” up to 1¼” can be made on site, larger 

hose assemblies can be made off site. 
 

Repairs to cylinders, pumps and motors 
Although Border Hydraulics specialise in hydraulic hose repairs, 

we will also carry out repairs to any part of a machines hydraulic 

system including cylinders, pumps, motors, filtration and control 

valves. 
 

Hydraulic hoses made to order 
Border Hydraulics can also make complete hose assemblies to 

order, to the customer’s specifications. 

Tel: 07525 007576 
www.borderhydraulics.co.uk 
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Following the re-structuring within North Wales police, Wrexham south (based 
in Rhos) and Wrexham north (based in Coedpoeth) police areas have joined  
together to establish a Wrexham rural team made up of police investigators and 
neighbourhood police officers (old style CBMs). 
 

Before you had a dedicated police officer who had responsibility for Bronington, 
Overton, Penley, Bangor On Dee, Cross Lanes and all the villages in between. As 
of 4th May you have a neighbourhood police team made up of 14 police officers 
and 20 plus PCSOs. This means that if you have a problem that requires police 
assistance we can deal with this in numbers rather than you having to rely on 
one officer. Although I hope you have enjoyed a good police service in the past, 
the new system should provide you with an even better service. 
 

Overton police station is still open and is staffed by PCSO 2982 Bethan Large; 
PCSO 2946 Stephen O'Connell (responsible for Bronington) and PCSO Lynn  
Maurice (lynn.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk). You also continue to have the 
exceptional services of Dean Hewitt and his family. 
 

On behalf of all officers, can I wish you all well and thank you for the support 
you have given us over the years. 
 

PC 1885 Stephen Evans (stephen.evans@nthwales.pnn.police.uk) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Hello everybody, 
 

May I first take this opportunity to introduce myself as the new PCSO for  
Bronington. I have moved here from Rhos and I am enjoying the new challenge. 
I have been out and about in Bronington and I think I'm starting to, just about, 
find my way around. 
With the beautiful weather the past month and the influx of motorists on the 
roads, I have been in the area with the speed gun. This was very successful in 
reducing the speeds of motorist on the roads. I will carry on with the speed gun 
over the summer at differing days and times, but the weekends will be the main 
target. 
Please feel free to contact us at Overton Police Station on 01978 348425. You 
can also contact us on our mobiles or by email: 
stephen.o'connell@nthwales.pnn.police.uk (07854 352601) 
bethan.large@nthwales.pnn.police.uk (07854 336420) 
 

Regards, 
 

Stephen O'Connell 

FUNCTIONS IN AID OF BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Sunday lunch at Bronington School, 5th June, 12:30pm for 1:00 pm,  
Tickets: £7.50 adults; £2.50 under 11 years 

Coffee Morning at the Civic Centre, Whitchurch, 10th June 
Garden Party at The Villa, 10th July, 3:00pm.  

Tickets: £6.00 adults; under 11 years, free 
 

We would like to extend a big thank you to everyone for their support to date. 
In particular, we would like to thank participants in this year’s 250 club draw, 
which raised an impressive £850. 
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OFFICE FURNITURE 

01948 780301 

WWW.DMIOFFICEFURNITURE.CO.UK 
 FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL FURNITURE NEEDS 

LEASE OR BUY 
 
INDUSTRIAL 
 RACKING & 
SHELVING 
STAFF LOCKERS 
FOLDING TABLES & 
CHAIRS 

01948 780301 
NEW AND USED 
DESKS 
CHAIRS 
FILING CABINETS 
STEEL CUPBOARDS 
SAFES 
COMPUTER  
FURNITURE 
EDUCATIONAL &  
BISTRO FURNITURE 

BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Sunday Services Holy Trinity Church, Bronington 11:00am 
1st Sunday Family Communion (modern language) 

2nd Sunday Morning Prayer (traditional) 
3rd Sunday Holy Communion (traditional) 

4th Sunday Worship (varies) 
5th Sunday (only one service in the Hanmer Group)  

 

Mothers’ Union 
Strawberry Tea at The Vicarage, Hanmer, Tuesday 7th June, 2:15pm 

Harvest Communion, Bronington Church, Tuesday 27th September, 2:15pm 
(followed by a Bring and Buy) 

we extend a warm welcome to all our meetings and services  
 

 Messy Church 
Includes high tea, crafts and a short time of gathered worship In the  

Community Room, Bronington School for 0–10 years plus parent/guardian 
Saturday 4th June and Saturday 3rd July, 4:00 – 5:15pm 

 

Anglo-Afro-Indian afternoon tea, crafts and stalls 
The Vicarage Garden, Hanmer, Sunday 17th July, 3:00pm 

Tickets: £4:00 adults; £2:00 ages 5–11; Family: (2+2/1+3) £10:00 
available from Linda Taylor 780631, Becky Lea 830225, 

Heather Pickering 830932, Sue Hughes 830468 
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BumbleBees@BroningtonPlaygroup 
 

Bronington VAP School, School Lane,  
Bronington, SY13 3HN 
 

Opening times: 
Monday–Friday (term time only)  9:00am–12:00  £7.75 
Morning and lunch club  9:00am–12:45pm  £8.75 
(Lunch club  11:30am–12:45pm £3.50) 
Afternoon session Monday–Wednesday 12:45pm–3:00pm £5.50 
 

Places are now available, please contact our team leader, Sue Bache on 
07753 523114 for more information 

ISCOYD FUN DAY, DOG SHOW AND  
CLAY PIGEON SHOOT 

26th June 2011 12noon – 5pm 
FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY (and dogs!) 

 

The 4th Iscoyd Fun Day, together with the Dog Show and 
Clay Pigeon Shoot will be held in the beautiful setting of 
Iscoyd Park situated off the A525 near, Whitchurch on 
Sunday 26th June. 

 

This local event will be raising money for the refurbishment of the  
Whitewell Parish Rooms and will also be making donations to The Air  
Ambulance and local charities. 
 

Besides the main attractions of the Dog Show (schedules from Julie Wright 
01948 780225) and Clay Pigeon Shoot (contact Peter Phillips (01948 
780444) music will be provided by Flute Salad, entertainment by a  
children's fairground, a miniature railway, sideshows, games and stalls.  
Refreshments include a burger bar, coffee bar, afternoon teas and a real ale 
tent. Tug of War, Terrier racing, a tractor display will all help to make the 
afternoon go with a swing and will provide fun for everyone. 
 

For about 2 weeks prior to the event, the lanes of Iscoyd, Higher Wych and 
Whitewell will become home to many scarecrows all of which will be 
judged in situ with photographs displayed on the day and the winners will 
be announced. Previous entries have included an alien from outer space, a 
jockey in the hedge, a burglar and no one has yet owned up to the ‘flasher’ 
that appeared on the Redbrook triangle. 
 

Bring your families, bring your dogs – 
come to THE ISCOYD FUN DAY 

Entry £5 per car – children under 10 free 
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BRONINGTON VAP SCHOOL 
 

Once again, 3rd May heralded the beginning of yet another busy summer term.  
We all look forward to twelve busy weeks during which time we will participate 
in three swimming galas, three sports days, End of Key Stage Assessments,  
Parents’ Evenings, along with many P.T.A. functions. These will include a Quiz 
Night, a Summer Fayre as well as a “Golf Tournament”. 
 

On 4th May, we all woke early to wish ‘bon voyage’ to our Year 6 pupils.  
Together with Mrs Williams and Mr Barlow, sixteen pupils left for a 3 day visit 
to Cardiff. During this short visit, they were scheduled to visit the Big Pit, The 
Welsh Assembly, St Fagan’s Folk Museum and the Millennium Stadium. 
 

Prior to this, our Year 5 were led by Miss Farley and Mr Barlow on a 3 day  
outward bound/Welsh course at Glan-llyn, Bala. On both occasions, our pupils 
proved to be excellent ambassadors to Bronington. 
 

Please note the following important dates for events you are most welcome to 
attend:- 
 

Summer Fayre – Thursday 23rd June (pm)  Time to be advised 
Quiz Night at Bronington School – Friday 1st July. Time to be advised 
“Texas Scramble” at Hill Valley Golf Club – Wednesday 20th July. Tee-off times 
to be advised 
 

Further information available at www.broningtonvapschool.co.uk 

MOBILE  
MAINTENANCE 

 

Old Hall, Bronington 
01948 780588 

 

ESTABLISHED 21 years 
 

For all your servicing  
and repairs, including 4x4s 

Lawn mower servicing and repairs also 

undertaken 

MOBILE  
MAINTENANCE 

 

Old Hall, Bronington 
01948 780588 

 

ESTABLISHED 22 years 
 

For all your servicing  
and repairs, including 4x4s 
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BRONINGTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Friday July 1st – Coffee Evening at The Green Dragon at 7:00pm 
 

Saturday October 22nd – Rummage Sale at The Senior Citizens Club 
Pearl Yard Whitchurch 2:00pm 
 

Members are anyone living in the Parish of Bronington who is 65 years 
of age or over, a widow or widower. If you are new to the area or have 
achieved the ‘magic’ age and wish to be included, please contact  
either Mildred Watson (780252) or Gerald Davies (780296). 
 

Thank you to all those who joined the 100 Group members draw. 
Good luck! 

 

THE MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

The mobile library will be visiting Maes Llwyn Close in Bronington  
between 9:45am and 11.00am on the following dates: 
 

Friday 17th June 2011 
Friday 8th and 29th July 2011 

Friday 19th August 2011 
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ONLINE WATCH LINK (OWL) 
 

Trading Standards would like to advise residents of a potential scam in relation 
to their telephone contract. The scam involves an unsolicited call from a pushy 
man claiming to be from one of a variety of phone providers demanding bank 
details for immediate payment of arrears on the account. He appears to be 
able to cut off and reinstate the line at will. It is likely that the calls originate 
from outside the UK which means it is very difficult to stop them. 
 

Please be alert about unexpected telephone calls and never give out any  
personal information to an unknown caller. Any legitimate caller will be  
prepared to send written information for you to consider at leisure. If you want 
to contact your phone provider always use the contact details given on your bill 
or the number listed in the telephone directory, not one given by the caller. 
 

North Wales Fire and Rescue Service would also like to highlight the dangers 
associated with the use of Chinese lanterns. Increasingly popular at parties, 
these lanterns can cause several problems in rural areas. Livestock may be 
frightened by their presence or severely injured should they eat any of the  
metal framework that remains once the lantern has burnt out. In addition, in 
the current dry conditions a smouldering lantern could easily cause a grass fire 
spreading over a large area of land. 
 

daniagroome@btinternet.com 

www.supercol.com 

http://www.supercol.com/
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© Bronington Community Group: 01948 780688 

All items for inclusion in Issue 5 of this newsletter should be sent to  
bronington@hotmail.co.uk by Friday 12th August 

We welcome all contributions 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL CONTACTS 
broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Ruth Jacks (Clerk)  861353  
Rodney Skelland  830361, rodney.skelland@btinternet.com 
 

BRONINGTON WARD 
 

Christine Henderson 780484, chris.d.henderson@talk21.com 
Anne Reardon  780557, areardon@broningtonservices.co.uk 
Barry Barlow  780449, barrybarlow@hotmail.co.uk 
Dania Groome 780414, daniagroome@btinternet.com 
Julie Powell 780380, peterpowell61@yahoo.com 
Mark Watson 780252 

 

ISCOYD WARD 
 

George Kynaston  780491, georgekynaston@btconnect.com 
Tim Paul 780642, timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk 
Chris Smith (Chairperson)  780362, chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk 
Nick Reid 860409 

 

TYBROUGHTON WARD 
 

David Evans 780280 
Rob Millington( Vice Chairperson)  780257, j.r.millington@btinternet.com 

BRONINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Bronington Community Council held their Annual Parish Council meeting at 
Whitewell Parish Rooms on Wednesday 4th May 2011. Cllr Chris Smith was 
appointed as the new Chairman and Cllr Rob Millington was appointed as the 
new Vice Chairman. Their contact details are given below. 
 

At the meeting Cllr Dave Evans agreed to continue to act as the Bronington 
Community Council representative on the Hanmer Charities Board; Cllr Anne 
Reardon stood down as representative on the governing body of Bronington 
School and was replaced by Cllr Dania Groome; Cllr Tim Paul agreed to continue 
representing the Council on the governing body of Borderbrook School. 
 

The Draft Accounts for 2010 – 2011 were presented to the meeting and were 
approved and accepted by the Council. 
 

The next meetings of Bronington Community Council are at Bronington School 
at 7:30pm on Wednesday 1st June and Wednesday 6th July. Members of the 
public are welcome to attend. 

mailto:Rodney.skelland@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.d.henderson@talk21.com
mailto:a.reardon@btconnect.co.uk
mailto:b.barlow@ukonline.co.uk
mailto:daniagroome@btinternet.com
mailto:georgeKynaston@btconnect.com
mailto:timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk

