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The Bronington Bugle 
Autumn 2012 Issue 9 

EDITORIAL 
It’s hard to believe that this is the ninth issue of the Bronington Bugle. When we 
started, I wondered how the newsletter would be received. I hope the fact that 
we’re still running 2 years later we hope means that we’re proving to be a useful 
source of local information. We’re always keen to include local news and events 
within these pages. So, if you want to let everyone know about your quiz night or 
charity event, please send us the details and we will do our best to include them in 
the next issue. We welcome all contributions, and articles can be sent to us via our 
email address, bronington@hotmail.co.uk. Alternatively, please contact Simon or 
Sarah on 01948 780688. 

TALLARN GREEN CHAPEL 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Monday morning children’s  
activities during the summer holidays. Popular activities included cricket, 
badminton, obstacle courses, treasure hunts and crafts. There was a fun-
filled atmosphere with lots of refreshments too.   
 

In July we held a joint Sunday evening service at Higher Wych Chapel.  
This was a special “Iona style” service which many people find soothing 
and peaceful. Our thanks go to those that helped arranged this service.  
 

Dates for your diary: 
Sunday 23

rd
 Sept – Anniversary services. Including 10:45am Family  

service with Rev David Hudson. Many of you may remember David 
Hudson from his time in Whitchurch. Then 6:30pm celebration  
service including food. We are 125 years old (but we don’t look it!). 

Friday 12
th

 Oct – Harvest service at 7:00pm with Rev Nick Cutts from 
Malpas. 

Sunday 14
th

 Oct – Harvest Gift service with donations for “Reach 2  
Romania” charity work (www.reach2romania.org). Donated items can 
include school materials, toys, art materials, or clothing. 

Friday 30
th 

Nov – Concert. Everyone enjoyed the concert of popular 
songs and music in previous years so we are organising it again! To 
be held at Maelor School, Penley at 7:30pm. 

 
Website: www.tallarngreenchapel.org.uk for other events and info. 

http://www.tallarngreenchapel.org.uk
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BORDER SERVICES 
At Border Services we offer everything you need to make 
sure you enjoy safe reliable motoring. Our fully trained  
mechanics work on most Makes & Models of vehicles  
including 4x4’s and light commercials.  

 Servicing 
 From £30 (dependant on make & model of vehicle) 

 Exhausts 
 Repairs or replacements 

 Brakes 
 Service Brakes and Handbrakes 

 Tyres 
 Brand Names or Budget Tyres for all Domestic & 

 Commercial vehicles 

 Welding  

 Engine Diagnostics 
 

For the key to safe reliable motoring ring Mark 

Tel: 01948 780233 

The MOT Station @ Border Garage 
We make MOT Testing our business 

 

Next time your car is due to have an MOT Test bring it to our completely  
independent testing station 

 

We test all class IV vehicles including family cars, 4x4’s and small commercial 
vehicles 

 

We can carry out an MOT Test up to 28 days in advance of the due date and 
your certificate will be dated from the expiry date of your last test 

 

Trade MOT Test enquiries welcome 
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WHITCHURCH AIR CADETS 
 

Parents, would you like your child to 
experience flying and gliding? Do they 
need their confidence building? Or per-
haps you want them to get out a bit 
more and watch less television? 
 

Since the last issue of the Bronington 
Bugle our cadets have helped or  
attended amongst others, Cholmondley 
Pageant of Power, where they  
experienced hovercraft, tank and boat 
rides, oh and helped raise more than 
£4000 at the evening concert for Alder 
Hey hospital and Remount charities. 
They have attended the Cosford Air 
show and helped the Royal Air Forces 
Association raise funds whilst there, and aided many other organisations with their 
events. (Iscoyd Park, Shropshire County Council, Whitchurch Town Council, 
Whitchurch Hospital) Cadets from 79 Squadron have been shooting at RAF Cosford, 
have gained their RAF Swimming badges and 10 have recently passed their Young 
First Aider qualification, and 3 are now “First Aid at Work” qualified. We also have a 
small squad of cadets in the West Mercian Air Cadet Wing Band, their first outing 
being at the Lichfield Bower Festival.  
 

We take part in many sporting activities, including athletics and football. One of our 
cadets Cdt Sgt Nicola Workman won the Sportswoman of the year trophy in the 
West Mercian Wing and also played hockey for the Air Training Corps team. We 
also as a squadron won the Media and Communications trophy at our Wing  
Training day (and came second in the first aid competition!). We also had a small 
contingent at the visit by Her Majesty at RAF Cosford, where cadets lined her route 
into and out of the airfield. 
 

By the time you read this we will finally have a replacement minibus which will  
allow us to take part in many more events and activities and also have the  
occasional trip out (perhaps to the seaside?). We are working on getting the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award Scheme going but, with no-one qualified on squadron we have 
to rely on others, not always a good thing. However we have hopes it will be up and 
running shortly. 
 

For it’s size Whitchurch is a very busy squadron with a small but active staff. If you 
have skills which could be of use to us, and a bit of spare time, or if you have a boy 
or girl of 13 or above whom you think would like to join, please contact  
Mr Simmons on 01948 840377. The Squadron meets every Tuesday and Thursday 
evening from 7.30pm at The Drill Hall, Mill Street. 
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ONLINE WATCH LINK (OWL) 
 

Holiday season is nearly over but do be aware of shed and bike security  
especially in rural or isolated areas.  
 

Wales has launched a drive to raise the profile of the pitfalls of doorstep selling. 
Doorstep selling is when someone sells you goods or services in your home on 
your doorstep. It can be a convenient way to buy, but there is a risk. You may 
be pressurised into buying something you do not want or is not good value for 
money. REMEMBER ‘It’s your doorstep – your decision.’ Think twice before you 
buy. Be wary of time-limited or exclusive offers – don’t sign on the spot. Shop 
around, compare products and prices. Get a second opinion from someone you 
trust. 
 

If you spend more than £35 with a trader on the doorstep you usually get  
7 days to cancel, but check the conditions. 
 

If in doubt call CA consumer service 0845 4040506 or visit 
www.adviceguide.org.uk  

Hello All, 
 

I think it's fair to say this summer has been one to forget (well, except for today 
when it's 20 odd degrees outside!), however, on the occasional nice day, I have 
seen people leave their car windows open to keep the car cool. Whilst I can 
understand the reason for this, I have also seen items left on display, for  
example: mobile phones, sat navs, purses, etc. Where possible, I have informed 
the owners of the vehicle in question. On other occasions, a letter may have 
been sent by NWP to the owners to alert them to their forgetfulness. Please 
remember to either take any items with you from your vehicle or put them 
somewhere they cannot be seen. There haven't been any thefts from vehicles 
in Bronington, however, it is better to be on the safe side and keep your items 
secure. 
 

Crime for the area has been very low recently. We have seen several thefts of 
trailers and scrap metal from various farms in the Maelor section. If you own a 
trailer, please secure it in a shed or garage with a lock and chain. Having the 
trailer out of sight is not an option as the offenders are not afraid to snoop 
around your property to see what they can steal. 
 

It won't be long until the nights draw in and the children are back at school. I 
will be outside the school in the afternoons as much as possible. If you ever 
want to talk to me, if you have any problems or need advice, please do. If you'd 
rather talk in private that is fine. You can also contact me on any of the  
numbers below.   
 

As mentioned earlier, crime for the area has been low as of late. Please help to 
keep it that way by reporting any suspicious people or vehicles in the area to 
either me or contact our control room on 101 and as always, if it's an  
emergency please call 999. 
 

Many thanks and I'm sure I'll see many of you around the village. 
 

Stephen O'Connell 
01978 348425, 07854 352601, stephen.o'connell@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 
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BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Sunday Services Holy Trinity Church, Bronington 11:00am 
1st Sunday Family Communion (modern language) 

2nd Sunday Morning Prayer (traditional) 
3rd Sunday Holy Communion (traditional) 

4th Sunday Worship (varies) 
5th Sunday (only one service in the Hanmer Group) 

 

Brymbo Male Voice Choir, Friday 14 September, 
Bronington Church 7:30pm with refreshments afterwards 

Tickets £5, from Edward Wardle 780421, Vicarage 830468 and church members 
 

Harvest Festival Sunday 7 October 11:00am Bronington Church 
Harvest Supper Monday 8 October 6:30pm Bronington School 

Tickets adult £5; child (5–11) £3; Family £15  
available from church members or Vicarage 830468 BYO drinks 

 

Saturday 13 October – 5th Anglo-Afro Curry & Quiz Evening 
6:30pm–10:00pm Bronington School 

Neema Aids Orphanage founders Joshua and Miriam Mbithi visited the Hanmer 
Group of Churches and the four Church Schools in June this year to meet our 
communities and discuss their work. We continue to support them and the 

education of Christopher Mumba, a very intelligent Kenyan orphan 
Tickets: adult £6; child (5–11) £3; Family £16 

BYO drinks ('English' food available by pre-order) 
from: Linda Taylor 780631, Vicarage 830468 

(we need to know numbers in advance for catering purposes as opposed  
to just turning up on the night) 

 

Mothers’ Union 
Wednesday 19 September, Hanmer Arms 2:15pm 

Wednesday 10 October, Harvest Communion Bronington Church 2:15pm 
we extend a warm welcome to all to our meetings and services 

 

 Messy Church 
Includes breakfast, crafts and a short time of gathered worship 

10:30am at the Community Room, Bronington School 
for 0–10 years plus adult carer: 23 September; 21 October 

 

Are you interested in spirituality? 
Would you like to discuss it in a safe, non-threatening gathering? 

  Women's Church (fortnightly around an evening meal) and 
Discussion Groups happen throughout the year 
all are informal, relaxed, friendly and welcoming 

telephone Sue or the Vicar for more details on 830468 

BRONINGTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Members, if you know anyone who is 65 years of age or over, or  
widows / widowers living in the Parish of Bronington who does not get 
invited to any Friendship Club events, could you please contact Mildred 
Watson (780252). 
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NORTHERN MARCHES CYMRU 
 

Who are we and what do we do? 
 
Northern Marches Cymru is recognised by Wrexham County Borough 
Council as the delivery body for rural regeneration programmes in rural 
Wrexham. 
 
We currently administer the Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007–
2013 which is funded by the Welsh Government and the European  
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development, bringing with it a suite of  
projects, which range from developing local food to supporting rural  
businesses. Below is a brief summary of the current projects we have. 

 
Rural Environmental Project 
The Rural Environmental Project is an exciting new project that is helping 
help communities in rural Wrexham discover renewable energy, look at 
how to reduce their carbon footprint, energy use and access the natural 
environment. 
 

Whether you are looking to save the planet or just save money on  
household bills the Rural Environmental Project will be able to offer you/
your community advice on the best way to go about it. This project also 
has a grant scheme in which local community groups can apply to for 
help with environmental projects.  

 
Youth Engagement Project/Launch Grant Scheme 
The project to looking to get young people involved in their communities, 
have their say on issues that are important to them and to help them  
improve the quality of life for young people living in rural Wrexham.  
There are lots of projects within the Youth Engagement Project that you 
can get involved in and benefit from. For example, if you’re looking to 
start your own business, are 16–30 and live in rural Wrexham, then you 
maybe eligible for a Grant of between £500 and £1500 to get your  
business idea up and running. 

 
Wrexham’s Heritage & Culture  
Work is underway to further conserve the remains of Holt Castle and to 
improve the interpretation of the Castle to make it more understandable 
to the visiting public and educational groups and for the Castle to  
become the focus of activities to celebrate the heritage of the Village of 
Holt. We also have a Heritage and Culture Grant Scheme, which offers 
Grant assistance for schemes that allow communities and community 
groups to celebrate, conserve and protect their own heritage.  
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Local Food First Wrexham  
If you are a local food or drink producer from rural Wrexham please get 
in touch. The project has funding available for launching new products, 
accessing new markets, developing co-operation initiatives, marketing, 
promotion and events. Visit www.localfoodfirstwrexham.co.uk  

 
Rural Business Support, Rural Business Grants, and Bilingualism 
in Business  
A powerhouse of tailored support and funding for small businesses in 
rural areas, delivering the concept of tailor made support, advice and 
grants to raise economic activity in the rural areas of Wrexham. The  
support will focus on adding value to the businesses already established 
as well as attracting inward investment opportunities and developing 
their use of the Welsh Language. Two grants are available via this pro-
ject, Business Grants up to £5000 and Bilingual in Business up to 
£1,600.   

 
World Heritage Site Tourism Project 
The project offers a number of activities to develop and maximise the 
tourism potential of having our very own World Heritage Site in  
Wrexham; The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal. A number of interactive 
information points at key locations along the World Heritage Site will be 
installed, Digital marketing experts are available to support local tourism 
businesses to capitalise on the power of the World Heritage Site and 
Grant funding is also available to help tourism businesses raise their 
quality standards. 
 

 
If you would like any information on  

Northern Marches Cymru or the  
projects listed above please get in touch on 

01978 298381, email 
nmc@wrexham.gov.uk or visit our website 

www.northernmarchescymru.co.uk. 

 
We look forward to hearing from you! 

http://www.localfoodfirstwrexham.co.uk/
mailto:nmc@wrexham.gov.uk
http://www.northernmarchescymru.co.uk/
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THE MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

The mobile library calls at Maes Llwyn Close in Bronington every  
3 weeks between 9:45am and 11.00am. Next visits will be on: 
 

Friday 21st September 2012 
Friday 12th October 2012 

Friday 2nd November 2012 

JUBILEE LUNCHEON CLUB 
 

We have now had five meetings and have a membership of over 50. The  
Hanmer Arms continues to be most accommodating providing an excellent 
choice of buffet-style luncheons in pleasant surroundings. We have a good range 
of age groups meeting in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere. Average  
attendance numbers are over 34 per month. We expect numbers to fluctuate in 
the holiday season. Everyone is welcome.  
 

We meet the last Thursday of each month so September 29th, October 25th and 
November 29th are the next few dates. We will not meet in December. We  
provide a one course meal for £5.50 or two courses for £7.50. Club membership 
is £5 annually. You must book a place each month a week before please with 
either Dania 01948 780414 or Jean 01948 780222. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has turned out to support Jean and myself and we 
look forward to seeing you this month. 

ISCOYD FUN DAY 2012 
 

This took place at Iscoyd Park on 24 June by kind permission of Phil and Susie 
Godsal. Despite the unpromising weather and the rain the day before whilst 
putting up tents, the day went well and was a happy and enjoyable one. The 
Whitchurch Dog Display Team put on a popular performance and the highlights 
in the arena were the two performances of the medieval re-enactment by 
Miles de Marches. There was considerable gamesmanship in the egg throwing 
competition with Ethna Norris and son James winning in the end. The tea tent, 
beer tent and Maynard’s burger van provided much needed refreshment  
during the day. We can’t thank enough Peggie Beddows and her team in the 
tea tent and also the Davies who manned the beer tent for their sterling work.   
Thanks are also due to all the many people who donated cakes, all our stall 
holders, helpers and organisers, to our many sponsors and to those who  
generously donated the many raffle prizes. Additionally a big thank you is owed 
to the Air Cadets from Whitchurch and Malpas for their hard work in the car 
park. Finally many thanks to Phil and Susie for once again allowing the use of 
the Park for which we are very grateful. 
 

The scarecrow competition was won by the Pearson family with Tractor Ted 
and the prizes were generously donated by Acorn Kennels of Whitchurch. 
 

Despite a lower than anticipated turn out due to the weather and other factors 
we had an excellent day. After expenses, a total of £1079 will be distributed to 
charities including the refurbishment of the Whitwell Parish Rooms,  
Alzheimer’s Society, Macmillan Cancer Support, Iscoyd WI, the Air Cadets and 
the Iscoyd Cricket Club. 
 

Date for your diary:  
By kind permission of Phil and Susie Godsal, the Iscoyd Fun Day 2013 will be 
held on Sunday 23 June 2013 at Iscoyd Park. We hope to see you all there.  
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL CONTACTS 
broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Ruth Jacks (Clerk)  861353  
Rodney Skelland  830361, rodney.skelland@btinternet.com 
 

BRONINGTON WARD 
 

Anne Reardon  780557, areardon@broningtonservices.co.uk 
Barry Barlow  780449, barrybarlow@hotmail.co.uk 
Christine Henderson 780484, chris.d.henderson@talk21.com 
Mark Watson 780252 
Peter Healey 780495 
Simon Birch 780688, bronington@hotmail.co.uk 

 

ISCOYD WARD 
 

Chris Smith (Chairperson)  780362, chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk 
George Kynaston  780491, georgekynaston@btconnect.com 
Nick Reid 860409 
Tim Paul 780642, timpaul123@btinternet.com  

 

TYBROUGHTON WARD 
 

David Evans 780280 
Rob Millington (Vice Chairperson)  780257, j.r.millington@btinternet.com 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

5th September, 3 October, 7 November and 5 December 2012 all at 7:30pm.  
For venues contact Ruth Jacks at broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

Lawn mower servicing and repairs also 

undertaken 

WHITEWELL PARISH ROOMS—ROOF REPAIRS 
 

Following the generous award of a grant of £2000 from the Wrexham County 
Borough Council Village Halls’ Fund and an allocation of money from the  
Whitewell PCC, the Parish Rooms have had the roof extensively repaired with 
the verges stripped back, battens, broken and damaged tiles replaced and one 
elevation completely stripped back and re-roofed including the fitting of  
breathable membrane. Barge boards have been repaired and rotten timber 
removed and replaced. The appearance of the hall has been considerably  
enhanced and the repairs stand us in good stead for the future. 
 

We are indebted to Radek Cajnar who carried out the repairs, to the PCC for 
underwriting the finances and to the Wrexham County Borough Council for the 
Village Halls’ fund grant. 

mailto:Rodney.skelland@btinternet.com
mailto:a.reardon@btconnect.co.uk
mailto:b.barlow@ukonline.co.uk
mailto:chris.d.henderson@talk21.com
mailto:chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk
mailto:georgeKynaston@btconnect.com
mailto:timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk
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1st HANMER SCOUT GROUP 
 

Scouting is a worldwide, values based, educational Movement, which began 
in the UK in 1907. Today, there are more than 28 million members in over 
216 countries and territories and the Movement is still growing. In the UK, 
Scouting is now coeducational, offering a seamless progression of training, 
activities and awards for young people aged 6 to 25 years old, both boys 
and girls. 
 

So, if you would like your son or daughter to participate in activities that do 
not centre around TV, computers, Wii, X-Box or mobile phones, then why 
not join us on a Monday night 7:00–8:30pm at the Scout Headquarters in 
Horsemans Green? 
 

If your child is aged 7½ to 10½ we would be delighted for them to join us at 
Cubs. For details, please contact Pete on 01948 780495. 
 

If your child is aged from 10½ upwards, we would be delighted for them to 
join us at Scouts. For further information contact Paul on 07798 712974. 
 

We also have chairs and other equipment available for hire; please contact 
us if you would like further information. 
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BRONINGTON TODDLER GROUP 
Tuesdays 1pm – 3pm 

Bumble Bees Playgroup Mobile 

Bronington VAP School 
 

Cost per week is £1.50 for one child or  

£2 for more than one 

For details call Yvonne: 
07939 475426 

Join us and discover a world of difference 
at… 
Ellesmere Town Hall, 3-5 Willow Street 
Tuesdays 5:15pm and 7:15pm 
 

Ellesmere Comrades Sports and Social 
Club Victoria Street 
Saturdays 10:00am 

SLIMMING WORLD 
 

You may have preconceptions about the type of people that Slimming World is 
aimed at. Well, it may be time to shake off old prejudices. Slimming World is for 
anyone who wants to join! Yvonne’s recent successes include 33-year-old Ben, 
who became July’s Slimmer of the Month after losing 17½lbs. Then there was 
Lian whose target was to lose 1 stone, something she achieved over 6 months. 
Proof that it’s never too late to make changes was provided by Myrtle, who 
celebrated her 80th birthday by achieving her 3 stone weight loss award. A 
clear demonstration that Slimming World can help anyone. Why not call 
Yvonne and see how you can discover a world of difference? 
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© Bronington Community Group: 01948 780688 

All items for inclusion in Issue 10 of this newsletter should be sent to  
bronington@hotmail.co.uk by Friday 9th November 

We welcome all contributions 

Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR 
 

Events 2012 
 

Sun 16 September 2:00pm 
A Peat Cutter’s Life 
A stroll around Fenn’s Moss with Bill Allmark, a former peat cutter, and 
Natural England volunteer Jeff Beard. Learn how life on the Mosses 
used to be and why the cutting had to stop! Meet at Bettisfield old  
railway station.  
 

Sun 21 October 11:00am and 2:00pm 
Fungal Foray 
A choice of morning or afternoon walks to discover the fabulous fungi on 
the Mosses with Roy Mantle of the Shropshire Fungus Group. Meet at 
Fenn’s Bank Lay-by. 
 

Wed 12 December 7:30pm 
A Peat-man’s Life Talk 
An illustrated talk with former peat cutter Bill Allmark and John Harding 
looking at what it was like to be brought up in the peat cutting community 
of Whixall. To be held at the Methodist Hall, Castle Street, Oswestry with 
the Oswestry branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust. No need to book. 
 

Monthly 
Volunteer Task 
As well as these one-off events, the Fenn’s Volunteer Practical Group 
meets on the second Sunday and fourth Thursday of each month. It’s a 
good opportunity to learn new skills and make new friends, so why not 
give it a go?! 
 

For details contact Pete Bowyer on 01948 880362 or e-mail  
peter.bowyer@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

All events (unless stated) must be booked in advance by contacting 01948 
880362 or e-mail paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Find out more at: www.naturalengland.org.uk  
or by calling 0300 060 6000 

SHOE BOXES TO AFGHANISTAN 
 

It was suggested that, as a Community, we send Shoe Box donations to  
Servicemen from Bronington who are on operations in Afghanistan, with 
Bronington Community Group agreeing to provide funds to make this possible. 
To nominate someone to receive one of these Shoe Boxes, please contact 
Councillor Anne Reardon (01948 780557, areardon@broningtonservices.co.uk). 


