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The Bronington Bugle 
 Autumn 2011 Issue 5 

EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to Issue 5 and Happy First Birthday to The Bronington Bugle! It’s hard to 

believe that Autumn is almost upon us again and that soon we’ll be counting down 

to Christmas! The next issue of the Bugle will be distributed at the beginning of 

December, so please do let us know if you have any Christmas events that you 

would like included. 
 

Please feel free to give us your feedback, and do let us know if you have any ideas 

for additional articles that could be included within the Bugle. We welcome all  

contributions and articles can be sent to us via bronington@hotmail.co.uk.  

Alternatively, please contact Simon or Sarah on 01948 780688. 

1st HANMER SCOUT GROUP 
 

Scouting is a worldwide, values based, educational Movement, which  
began in the UK in 1907. Today, there are more than 28 million members in 
over 216 countries and territories and the Movement is still growing. In the 
UK, Scouting is now coeducational, offering a seamless progression of train-
ing, activities and awards for young people aged 6 to 25 years old, both 
boys and girls. 
 

So, if you would like your son or daughter to participate in activities  
that do not centre around TV, computers, Wii, X-Box or mobile phones, 
then why not join us on a Monday night 7:00–8:30pm at the Scout  
Headquarters in Horsemans Green? 
 

If your child is aged 7½ to 10½ we would be delighted for them to join us at 
Cubs. For details, please contact Pete on 01948 780495. 
 

If your child is aged from 10½ upwards, we would be delighted for them to 
join us at Scouts. For further information contact Paul on 07798 712974. 
 

We also have chairs and other equipment available for hire; please contact 
us if you would like further information. 
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BORDER SERVICES 
At Border Services we offer everything you need to make 
sure you enjoy safe reliable motoring. Our fully trained  
mechanics work on most Makes & Models of vehicles  
including 4x4’s and light commercials.  

 Servicing 
 From £30 (dependant on make & model of vehicle) 

 Exhausts 
 Repairs or replacements 

 Brakes 
 Service Brakes and Handbrakes 

 Tyres 
 Brand Names or Budget Tyres for all Domestic & 

 Commercial vehicles 

 Welding  

 Engine Diagnostics 
 

For the key to safe reliable motoring ring Mark 

Tel: 01948 780233 

The MOT Station @ Border Garage 
We make MOT Testing our business 

 

Next time your car is due to have an MOT Test bring it to our completely  
independent testing station 

 

We test all class IV vehicles including family cars, 4x4’s and small commercial 
vehicles 

 

We can carry out an MOT Test up to 28 days in advance of the due date and 
your certificate will be dated from the expiry date of your last test 

 

Trade MOT Test enquiries welcome 
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BRONINGTON VILLAGE 
STORES 

School Lane, Bronington 
01948 780405 

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 7–7 
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 7–7:30 

Sunday 7–4 
 

For all your everyday essentials! 

Help your dog’s day go quicker with some exercise & 
stimulation in 140 acres of fabulous countryside 

 Home pick up 
 Exercised in small sociable groups, on or off lead  

and returned home in 2 hours 
 Local and competent handler with long-standing  

customer references. CRB checked and insured 
 In-home visits, ideal for multi-dog households and puppies 

Tel: 07703 422350 
www.walkieswithheather.co.uk 

THE LITTLE GREEN MEN 
 

The Little Green Men have now been dancing 
together for a whole year and have had great 
fun this summer dancing at a variety of local 
events. We would like to send our thanks to  
everyone who has invited us along to their event 
to provide some entertainment. We would also 
like to thank everyone who has contributed to 
our fundraising on behalf of Help 4 Heroes. 
 

Our practice sessions are due to  
recommence in September following our  
summer break. At present, we have nine regular 
members, but we really would like to expand our 

numbers so that we have a better chance next year to be able to say yes to 
some of the invitations that we may have had to turn down in 2011.  
 

Have you ever watched us and thought ‘that looks fun, I wouldn’t mind  
trying that’? Or are you looking for a novel way to keep fit? If so, why not come 
along and give Morris a try? We’re a friendly, informal group who take a  
light-hearted, fun approach to dancing and don’t pretend to be  
experts! We’re still working on our repertoire and we’re all still  
learning some of the finer nuances of the dances. Please contact Barry on 01948 
780449 for further details. 
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ONLINE WATCH LINK (OWL) 
 
 

Please be aware during the summer of distraction burglaries. Various  
unscrupulous callers take advantage of unlocked doors and open windows. 
 

There is an alert at present about visitors supposedly from the Water Company. 
As a general rule persons from the Water Company will not need to enter your 
home. Please do not let anybody enter your home without confirming their 
identity. If you are suspicious about their legitimacy call United Utilities on 
08457462200 or the relevant provider using your bill or phone book only. 
 

If you are concerned you can contact your local police PCSO Stephen O’Connell 
on his mobile 07854 352601 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555111. 
 

daniagroome@btinternet.com 

Lawn mower servicing and repairs also 

undertaken 

MOBILE  
MAINTENANCE 

 

Old Hall, Bronington 
01948 780588 

 

ESTABLISHED 21 years 
 

For all your servicing  
and repairs, including 4x4s 

MOBILE  
MAINTENANCE 

 

Old Hall, Bronington 
01948 780588 

 

ESTABLISHED 22 years 
 

For all your servicing  
and repairs, including 4x4s 

 

RECIPE –  Plum chutney 
 

1kg plums, destoned and chopped 
600ml cider vinegar 
300g soft brown sugar 
1 cooking apple, chopped 
1 onion, sliced 
1 tsp each ground cumin, coriander, cinnamon 
1 tsp chilli flakes 
1 tsp fennel seeds 
Pinch of salt 
 

Place the plums in a large saucepan or jam pan. Add the  
vinegar, sugar, apple, onion, spices, chilli and a pinch of salt. 
Bring to the boil and simmer for 1-1½ hours. Allow the  
mixture to cool, then pour into sterilised jam jars and seal 
with a wax disc. Label the jars and store in a cool, dark place 
for 1–2 months before eating. 
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Hello everybody, 
 

Summer is almost over, the nights will be drawing in and the cold weather will 
be back. The children will be back in school soon, which means that there may 
be parking issues at the school again. Can I ask that if you are dropping your 
child off at school, that you be mindful of where you park. Please try not to park 
across people’s drives or blocking the road. I will try my best to be at the school 
in the mornings and afternoons. Feel free to come over and say, 'Hello'. 
 

As a lot of you may be aware, there have been several thefts from homes in the 
village. The thefts have mainly been of lead; the scrap price of lead is getting 
higher and higher, which means there are a lot of criminals or 'chancers' about 
looking for potential properties to steal from. If you see any suspicious vehicles 
or persons about please contact me at Overton Police Station or use our non-
emergency number of 101. If you happen to disturb a theft in progress, please 
call us straight away on 999. Over the next few days we will be around the  
village more in the evening and night time carrying out patrols. 
 

There have recently been a few reports of anti-social behaviour around the  
village; this includes youths drinking on the school fields. We will take action 
against anyone we find causing a nuisance to members of the community and 
will not tolerate anti-social behaviour. Do not hesitate to contact us should you 
see or experience any sort of anti-social behavour. 
 

Please note that we are lucky enough to have three Special Constables living in 
Bronington; Dean, Maria and Kiefer Hewitt. They are happy to be contacted on 
07711 233841 at anytime and will respond to calls when available. 
 

As always, we are available to contact at Overton Police Station on 01978 
348425. If there is no reply please use 101 to leave a message. There are three 
of us here at Overton and if you would like to contact any of us, our numbers 
and email addresses are below. 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

Stephen 
 

stephen.o'connell@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 352601 
bethan.large@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 336420 
lynne.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 352815 

 

Female flute duo  
Available for weddings, parties and  

business events  
We play a wide range of music to suit all 

tastes: to hear us, visit our website 
 

www.licencetotrill.co.uk 
01948 780149 

info@licencetotrill.co.uk 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL CONTACTS 
broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Ruth Jacks (Clerk)  861353  
Rodney Skelland  830361, rodney.skelland@btinternet.com 
 

BRONINGTON WARD 
 

Christine Henderson 780484, chris.d.henderson@talk21.com 
Anne Reardon  780557, areardon@broningtonservices.co.uk 
Barry Barlow  780449, barrybarlow@hotmail.co.uk 
Dania Groome 780414, daniagroome@btinternet.com 
Julie Powell 780380, peterpowell61@yahoo.com 
Mark Watson 780252 

 

ISCOYD WARD 
 

George Kynaston  780491, georgekynaston@btconnect.com 
Tim Paul 780642, timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk 
Chris Smith (Chairperson)  780362, chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk 
Nick Reid 860409 

 

TYBROUGHTON WARD 
 

David Evans 780280 
Rob Millington (Vice Chairperson)  780257, j.r.millington@btinternet.com 

BRONINGTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 

Bronington has not yet entered the Best Kept Village competition. The next 
opportunity to compete will be 2012/13. The Community Council would like to 
encourage residents who wish to promote Bronington's image nationally to 
come forward and lead the village in the next competition. The entry date is 
normally June but preparation needs to start well in advance. 
 

Possible awards include: 
 Best kept village or community award: includes clean streets and open 

spaces, high standard of community areas, sustainable planting and  
community engagement  

 Award for the best environmental community: includes degree of  
community involvement, number of volunteers, time spent in achieving a 
high standard, and how volunteer involvement has made a difference to 
the environment.  

 Award for the best run garden: A number of gardens and competitors 
need to enter the competition; the age, range of volunteers and how the 
competition made a difference to the area are all taken into account  

 
 

This year's competition is being co-ordinated by Craig Youens of Wrexham 
County Borough Council: 01978 729742 e-mail: craig.youens@wrexham.gov.uk 
Anyone interested in managing Bronington's entry for 2012/13 should first  
contact the Clerk to the Community Council, Ruth Jacks, e-mail address:  
broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

7th September 2011, 5th October 2011, 2nd November 2011 
 and 7th December 2011, all at 7:30pm.  

For venues contact Ruth Jacks at broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:Rodney.skelland@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.d.henderson@talk21.com
mailto:a.reardon@btconnect.co.uk
mailto:b.barlow@ukonline.co.uk
mailto:daniagroome@btinternet.com
mailto:georgeKynaston@btconnect.com
mailto:timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk
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BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Sunday Services Holy Trinity Church, Bronington 11:00am 
1st Sunday Family Communion (modern language) 

2nd Sunday Morning Prayer (traditional) 
3rd Sunday Holy Communion (traditional) 

4th Sunday Worship (varies) 
5th Sunday (only one service in the Hanmer Group)  

 

Mothers’ Union 
Harvest Communion, Bronington Church, Tuesday 27th September, 2:15pm 

(followed by a Bring and Buy) 
Wednesday 19th October, 2:15pm at The Hanmer Arms 

Wednesday 9th November, 2:15pm at The Hanmer Arms 
Tuesday 6th December Advent Carols by Candlelight, 2:15pm Bettisfield 

Church, (followed by mince pies and sherry/drinks)  
we extend a warm welcome to all our meetings and services  

 

 Messy Church 
Includes breakfast, crafts and a short time of gathered worship In the  

Community Room, Bronington School for 0–10 years plus parent/guardian 
Sunday 17th September 10:00am–11:15am 

Sunday 16th October 10:00am–11.15am 
Sunday 20th November 10:00am– 11.15am 

 

Saturday 1st October 6:00pm for 6:30pm 
Anglo-Afro-Indian Curry and Family Quiz Evening 

Bronington School Hall 
Tickets: £6:50 adults; £2:00 ages 5–11; Family: (2+2 or 1+3) £14:00  

available from Linda Taylor 780631, Becky Lea 830225;  
Heather Pickering 830932 or Sue Hughes 830468 

(sausage and mash & veggie alternatives to curries by prior request) 
in aid of  

Supporting Christopher Mumba, coastal Kenya; Neema Aids Orphanage,  
Eldoret Kenya and Hosanna Children’s Home, south India 

A GLIMPSE AT THE PAST – why Wych? 
 

A glance at the industrial landscape of the Bronington Community  
Council area can help to explain some of the more unusual local names. For 
example, let us consider Upper and Lower Wych.  
 

The place-name element -wich is derived from the Old English wic, meaning 
a trading settlement. It commonly refers to salt workings as evidenced by 
large salt-production centres  at Nantwich, Northwich and Middlewich.  
 

Salt was an important commodity in the earlier Middle Ages, which was 
regulated by a system of tolls and so was often recorded in early  
documents. The workings along Wych Brook were recorded in the  
Domesday survey of 1086 in the form of a salthouse (salina), although on a 
much smaller scale than other areas, the Wych Brook saltworks continued 
to operate until the 1830s. Even today, a brine pit approximately 23 feet in 
diameter can be seen at Lower Wych.  
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DIAMOND JUBILEE 
 

Next year is the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee; she will have reigned for 60 years. 
Bronington Community Council would be prepared to support a three parish 
celebration.  
 

Would you like to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee? 
 

Would you be prepared to help with the celebration? 
 

If the answer to both these questions is YES, please contact your local  
community councillor or contact our chairperson at www.bronington.org 

BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Dear Friends, 
It is a custom at this time of the year for us to make a Gift Day appeal with the 
intention of raising funds for specific projects relating to the Parish Church, or 
for equipment relating to the ministry and mission of our congregation here. 
 

Thanks to your generous response to last year’s appeal which raised £1156,  
the work on the interior has now been carried out. The roof timbers have been 
treated for woodworm; the vestry skirting boards renewed; and the walls  
replastered where necessary after the effects of damp had been remedied. In 
addition the interior walls have been completely repainted, giving the whole 
building a clean, fresh look. You would be most welcome to visit the church 
during a service or indeed on any day, to see for yourselves what has been 
done. 
 

Some parts of the restoration are still ongoing, but what has been  
accomplished so far has made such a difference to the church’s appearance.     
 

In the past many of you have helped the church through the Gift Day and your 
support for our various social events. This has worked well in topping up the 
money given by the core congregation and so balanced the books. 
 

Sadly, expenses have risen faster than income. Next year it appears we will be 
dipping into our slender reserves in order to meet our obligations. After that, 
the future begins to look decidedly uncertain.  Alarm bells are ringing.    
 

What is needed is regular income. Your annual gift, of whatever amount, would 
be valued; but this year will you please consider making a monthly  
commitment, perhaps through the Gift Aid scheme which would allow us to 
reclaim additional funds from the Inland Revenue at no extra cost to  
yourselves? A regular contribution by even a few households would make a lot 
of difference. You are welcome to contact me on 01948 780421 and I would be 
pleased to explain the process further.   
 

If you are already one of our generous supporters, then thank you. We do hope 
you will continue to contribute in the future. It is only by raising the level of 
regular income that we shall be able to keep the church open for the next  
generation.   
 

Please also feel welcome to join us on a Sunday morning to experience one of 
the varied types of worship services we offer here. Services are always at 
11.00am.   
 

Yours faithfully, 
Edward Wardle  (Treasurer) 
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NEWS FROM BRONINGTON VAP SCHOOL 
 

It is hard to believe that another year has flown by at Bronington VAP. During 
the summer term we managed to achieve a great deal. We had our end of year 
assessment and reporting to parents. Thankfully, once again we achieved levels 
at both key stages of learning, which exceeded Wrexham Local Authority and 
all Wales levels by quite a considerable margin. This was due to the diligence of 
the pupils and the high level of input from our dedicated teaching and support 
staff.  
 

Added to this success we attained creditable performances on the sports front. 
In the Cluster Group Swimming Gala we were runners up, this was also true of 
our efforts at the Diocesan Sports at Wrexham, again runners up in our group. 
Two swimmers from our school won individual championship medals at the 
Wrexham Local Authority Gala, an event attended by a large majority of the 
town’s schools.  
 

During the last week of term Years 5 and 6, under the expert guidance of Mrs 
Harris and Mrs Williams together with musical direction of Mrs Brodie, staged a 
performance of ‘Treasure Island’. Again a rip-roaring success considering the 
amount of time allowed to prepare. Thanks are also extended to all our parents 
for supporting in the preparation of the splendid costumes.  
 

One of the most memorable events of the last term was our visit to St Asaph 
Cathedral, followed by a picnic at Prestatyn. Everyone had a lovely day enjoying 
the simple things in life and seeing a great historic, holy place. We all returned 
to Bronington full of sea air and fond memories. 
 

Sadly we waved ‘bon voyage’ to seventeen of Year 6 pupils. Their destinations 
will range from Ellesmere College, to Lakelands, Sir John Talbots, Bishop Heber 
and Penley Maelor School. We wish them all a healthy, successful future, safe 
in the knowledge that Bronington Village School helped to prepare them all. 
 

The end of term marked the retirement of one of Bronington School’s  
stalwarts, as we all gathered in the school hall to say “Goodbye” to Mrs Gill 
Caffrey. She has worked at the school for a very long time, looking after  
generations of children, ensuring that their meal times were always  
pleasurable. Latterly this care extended to “Breakfast Club”. One could always 
rely on Gill to be smiling and positive; she will be greatly missed by pupils and 
staff alike. Parents, children and school colleagues presented her with a cut 
glass crystal vase and a beautiful bouquet of flowers.  
 

Finally, on a more upsetting note, during the early hours of August 4th thieves 
stole the lead flashing from the roof of the main school. The police were  
informed by Mr Barlow. The damage has been repaired; we would encourage 
everyone in the village to keep an eye out for trespassers on the school site. 
Please notify Barry or Dean Hewitt.  
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Join us and discover a world of difference at… 
Ellesmere Town Hall, 3-5 Willow Street 
Tuesdays 5:15pm and 7:15pm 
 

Ellesmere Comrades Sports and Social Club 
Victoria Street 
Saturdays 10:00am 

For details call Yvonne: 
07939 475426 

AWARD WINNING CONSULTANT MOVES TO ELLESMERE 
 

When I first joined my local slimming world group 5 years ago, I never dreamt 
where it would take me. Not only did I lose 2½ stone, eating lots of normal,  
everyday healthy foods with occasional glasses of wine at the weekend, but I 
began an extraordinary journey. When one of my previous members lost  
7 stone and was selected as one of the ten finalists for Slimming World Woman 
of the Year we had the most amazing day visiting head office, meeting Anton 
Du Beke and were lucky enough to be invited to the finals in Birmingham. 
 

I also attended the Greatest Loser Competition and met the winner, Roberto an 
inspirational man who had lost 23½ stone! Other events included discussions at 
the Houses of Parliament about overcoming the obesity crisis and the 40th  
anniversary celebration of Slimming World. In between all this I was busy taking 
my body magic, food optimising, nutrition and slimming and secrets of success 
exams, passing them all with over 96% and achieving my Ruby Graduation  
Diploma; all while continuing to work as a cook at Bangor-on-Dee School! I also 
received a ruby award of a heart shaped brooch set with a ruby for enrolling 40 
new members within 1 month; I wear it with pride. 
 

Watching someone change from having no confidence, being embarrassed 
about their size and wearing shapeless clothes to someone who looks and feels 
great brings its own rewards on a daily basis but to have your work recognised 
in this way makes me very proud. If you fancy being one of Yvonne competition 
winners and seeing how the other half live come along to my Ellesmere Group.  
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4th ISCOYD FUN DAY, DOG SHOW AND CLAY PIGEON SHOOT  
Sunday 26th June 2011 

 

In the weeks before the Fun Day 
the lanes of Whitewell and  
Iscoyd became home to a  
variety of scarecrows in the 
competition organised by Sonja 
Ralphs. The winning entry was 
"Good Morning Sunshine" by 
Margaret O'Brian. 
 

Consternation – some of the 
tents had to be put up in strong 
winds; many thanks to George 
Kynaston for his efforts in tying 
them down. 
 

Sunday dawned clear and hot. 
Very hot and it got hotter and 
hotter. Before the Fun Day was 
underway, a helicopter from 
RAF Shawbury circled the park 
and then landed in front of the 
House. It stayed for the rest of 
the day enabling people to have 
a good look inside and talk to 
the pilot from the Army Air 
Corps. The Fun Day then opened 
with a musical rendition from 

Flute Salad, a local group of young musicians led by Claire  
Hennie. They were followed by Kevin Brady's Gun Dog Display Team who 
showed how to train a gun dog from a puppy through to the mature dog and 
included a simulated ‘drive’ to pick up game. A visit from the Little Green Men, 
the renowned Morris dancers from Bronington, Halghton and Hanmer led by 
Rev Clive Hughes, provided much amusement, especially when they press-
ganged members of the audience to "Have a Go". The bucket collection by the 
Little Green Men raised £101 for Help for Heroes.  
 

Julie's Dog Show proved a great attraction with full classes. The terrier racing, 
which was open to all comers gave us all a good laugh and thanks to Paul  
Connolly for organising the event. The tug of war, egg throwing, games, art tent 
and the many stalls provided much for people to look at and participate in. 
 

The Clay Pigeon Shoot went on all day and members of the public were invited 
to try their hand at this sport with expert tuition by Peter Phillips and his 
team.The Iscoyd W.I. did sterling work providing refreshments in the very hot 
tea tent and we can't thank Joyce Kynaston and her team enough for all their 
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Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses  
National Nature Reserve 
 

Events 2011 
 

All events (unless stated) must be booked in advance by contacting  
01948 880362 or e-mailing paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk  
 

Sunday 18 September   A Peat-cutter’s Life   1pm  
A stroll around Fenn’s Moss with Bill Allmark, a former peat cutter, to learn 
how life on the Mosses used to be and why the cutting had to stop! Meet at  
Bettisfield old railway station.  
 

Sunday 9 October   Fungal Foray   11am & 2pm 
A choice of morning or afternoon walk to discover the fabulous fungi on the 
Mosses with Roy Mantle of the Shropshire Fungus Group. Meet at Fenn’s Bank 
Lay-by.   www.britmycolsoc.org.uk  
 

A Year on the Mosses   7:30pm   October  
Come and see what you can find through the year on your visits to Fenn’s & 
Whixall Mosses National Nature Reserve! Joan Daniels, Fenn’s & Whixall 
Mosses manager and Natural England voluntary warden Barry Probin, will show 
a range of Barry’s superb evocative images of the landscape, wildlife and  
management of Britain’s 3rd largest raised bog. No need to book. 
October 12 Oswestry Memorial Hall – with the Oswestry branch of Shropshire 
Wildlife Trust – £2/person.  
October 25 Wem Senior Club, Chapel Street, Wem – £2/person. 
 

Wednesday 9 November   Peatman’s Life Talk   7:30pm 
An illustrated talk with former peat cutter Bill Allmark & John Harding looking 
at what it was like to be brought up in the peat cutting community of Whixall. 
To be held at Whitchurch Infant School, Station Road with the Whitchurch 
branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust. No need to book. £2 members,  
£3 non-members, £1 under 18’s  
 

All events are FREE unless otherwise stated 

efforts. Liquid refreshment was provided in the Bar by Mike and Belinda Davies 
and judging by the amount of beer and Pimms consumed was popular. 
 

At 4.45 the helicopter took off, circled round the park and flew back to  
Shawbury thus ending a hot, action-packed day. 
 

A very big thank you to our sponsors and the team to who helped set up and 
clear up, and to everyone who came! The proceeds will go to the Whitewell 
Parish Room Refurbishment Fund with donations to the Welsh Air Ambulance, 
Help for Heroes, the Air Cadets (Whitchurch and Malpas Units) who did great 
work parking cars, plus other local charities.  
 

Lastly our thanks to Phil and Susie Godsal for allowing the day's events to be 
held in the Park, and we hope the family enjoyed eating the beautiful birthday 
cake, made by Hannah Hignett, to celebrate Phil's very special birthday. 

mailto:paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.britmycolsoc.org.uk/
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HIDDEN HOUSES OF WALES—ISCOYD PARK 
 

A mile or so over the A525 from 
Bronington, sitting in landscaped 
parkland with its own cricket pitch, 
is one of the jewels of this part of 
the country. 
 

Iscoyd Park is a Georgian stately 
home near Whitchurch which has 
been restored by its owners, the 

Godsal family. The restoration project, which was completed in the summer 
of 2010, has ensured that Iscoyd Park has not only become one of the UK’s 
leading venues for weddings and other events but also, crucially for the 
Godsals, has gone a long way to safeguard its future as a much loved family 
home. 
 

The house itself and what the Godsals have achieved with the  
restoration recently caught the attention of the BBC. Earlier in the year  
Hidden Houses of Wales, which was presented by celebrity interior  
designer Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen, was filmed and subsequently aired on 
BBC Wales in July. 
 

The property dates back to the early 18th century and has been in the  
Godsal family since 1843. In the Second World War the park at Iscoyd was 
requisitioned for use as a 1,500-bed hospital for United States Forces with a 
prisoner-of-war camp in the enclosure. It then became a Polish hospital in 
1945 before being given back to the Godsal family in 1957. 
 

Keeping a house of the size and history of Iscoyd in good condition is no 
easy task and securing its future required a lot of soul searching among the 
Godsal family, not least its present incumbents Philip and Susie. “A massive 
decision had to be made about what to do with the property to make it 
work as a family home which would pay for itself as a self-sufficient  
enterprise,” says Philip, formerly a London-based dealer in contemporary 
art. “First of all we had to update the fabric of the house to modern  
standards so it could continue as a property fit to live in for the foreseeable 
future, and then transform one area of the house, which hadn’t been used 
since 1926, into a series of rooms which would be suitable for  
entertaining.” 
 

Denbigh-based conservation architect Clare Craven drew up the plans while 
interior designer Susie Hoodless was employed to create a contemporary 
and sophisticated look which remained in keeping with Iscoyd’s historical 
past. 
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For the structural design of the garden the Godsals turned to Michael  
Balston, who has been involved in some of the country’s most prestigious 
projects, while a planting plan was drawn up by Xa Tollemache who has 
been responsible for several acclaimed gardens across the UK. 
 
Internally, apart from a freshly re-plumbed and re-wired house with  
asbestos removed, there are now a series of reception rooms which  
contrast in size and style but all of which bear the hallmarks of flair and  
attention to detail. 
 

Visit www.iscoydpark.com for more information. 

COPPER TREE GALLERY 
 

Situated just 400 yards from Higher Wych bridge, Copper Tree Gallery first 
opened as a picture framing business in 2005. Run by sister and brother team 
Elaine Langley and Geoff Beckett, the gallery was extended to its current 
size in 2010.  
 

Copper Tree Gallery stocks a range of original and limited edition art.  
Examples of Geoff’s distinctive artwork are always to be found on display 
within the gallery, while the upper storey exhibition space hosts a different 
artist each month with something to suit all tastes throughout the year. The 
gallery is also home to a variety of art and gifts, stocking a unique range of 
greetings cards and unusual items such as ceramic clocks and turned bowls. 
 

In addition, Geoff and Elaine offer a full bespoke picture framing service for a 
range of items at affordable prices, and were selected as finalists at both the 
2008 and 2009 "Picture Business" National Framing Competition. Advice and 
no obligation quotations are always available. 
 

So, if you’re looking for that perfect present, why not drop into the Copper 
Tree Gallery to see what’s on offer! 

http://www.iscoydpark.com
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© Bronington Community Group: 01948 780688 

All items for inclusion in Issue 6 of this newsletter should be sent to  
bronington@hotmail.co.uk by Friday 11th November 

We welcome all contributions 

BRONINGTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Saturday October 22nd – Rummage Sale at The Senior Citizens Club Pearl 
Yard Whitchurch 2:00pm 
 

Members are anyone living in the Parish of Bronington who is 65 years of 
age or over, a widow or widower. If you are new to the area or have 
achieved the ‘magic’ age and wish to be included, please contact  
either Mildred Watson (780252) or Gerald Davies (780296). 

THE MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

The mobile library calls at Maes Llwyn Close in Bronington every  
3 weeks. The next visits from the library will be between 9:45am and 
11.00am on the following dates: 
 

Friday 9th and 30th September 2011 
Friday 21st October 2011 

Friday 11th November 2011 
Friday 2nd December 2011 

Maelor Farm & Garden 
PENLEY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

PENLEY, WREXHAM LL13 0LQ 
(between Hanmer and Overton) 

Telephone: 01948 830839 
Gas 47kg – £54 
Wild Bird Mix 20kg – £10.95 
Supreme Wild Bird Mix 20kg – 
£11.50 
Peanuts 25kg – £34 
Black Sunflower Seeds 20kg – £20 
Sunflower Hearts 25kg – £35  
Coal 25kg – £6.99 
Compost – 4 for £12 

Small Holder Range in stock 
Shavings – £7.95 
Mixed Corn – £7.49 
Layers Pellets – £7.49  
 
Cat Food 
Dr John Dog Food – gold/silver 
Complete Dog Food 15kg – £7.95 

General hardware store, Garden accessories, Pots, Planters and Fencing 

FREE DELIVERY 


