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The Bronington Bugle 
Spring 2012 Issue 7 

EDITORIAL 
 

At the time of writing, it’s been an incredibly mild Winter and Spring seems to 

have arrived early, we’ve certainly had Snowdrops, Crocus and Primroses flower in 

our garden already. A cold snap is predicted, however, so perhaps we shouldn’t 

count our chickens yet! 2012 promises to be an exciting year, with a Diamond 

Jubilee – only the second in British history, and the only one that the majority of 

us will ever see. London will also play host to the Olympics for the third time, the 

previous occasion being 1948.  
 

We’re always keen to include local news and events within these pages. So, if you 

want to let everyone know about your quiz night or charity event, please send us 

the details and we will do our best to include them in the next issue. We welcome 

all contributions and articles can be sent to us via bronington@hotmail.co.uk.  

Alternatively, please contact Simon or Sarah on 01948 780688. 

Hello All, 
 

Over the past few months there have been several reports of farm equipment/
vehicles being stolen. I urge you to make sure that any equipment is kept 
locked away when not in use and vehicles are not left with keys in them. You 
may think that a shed with a strong lock on the front will be a safe place to 
keep your equipment, but criminals will rip the roof off the shed and lift the 
item out! I suggest that any valuable items are not left in a shed, but instead 
kept in the house. 
 

Crime in Bronington has been extremely low over recent months and I'm sure 
we all want it to stay that way. As always though, there are criminals out there 
who will target small, quiet villages to commit crime; as was seen last year with 
the spate of lead thefts. Therefore, I urge everyone to be vigilant and report 
any suspicious persons or vehicles to myself on the numbers below or to our 
control room on 101.  
 

I wish you all a happy Easter and say hello if you see me around. 
 

Kind regards, 
 

PCSO Stephen O'Connell 
 

stephen.o'connell@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 352601, 01978 348425 
bethan.large@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 336420 
lynne.maurice@nthwales.pnn.police.uk 07854 352815 
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BORDER SERVICES 
At Border Services we offer everything you need to make 
sure you enjoy safe reliable motoring. Our fully trained  
mechanics work on most Makes & Models of vehicles  
including 4x4’s and light commercials.  

 Servicing 
 From £30 (dependant on make & model of vehicle) 

 Exhausts 
 Repairs or replacements 

 Brakes 
 Service Brakes and Handbrakes 

 Tyres 
 Brand Names or Budget Tyres for all Domestic & 

 Commercial vehicles 

 Welding  

 Engine Diagnostics 
 

For the key to safe reliable motoring ring Mark 

Tel: 01948 780233 

The MOT Station @ Border Garage 
We make MOT Testing our business 

 

Next time your car is due to have an MOT Test bring it to our completely  
independent testing station 

 

We test all class IV vehicles including family cars, 4x4’s and small commercial 
vehicles 

 

We can carry out an MOT Test up to 28 days in advance of the due date and 
your certificate will be dated from the expiry date of your last test 

 

Trade MOT Test enquiries welcome 
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BRONINGTON VILLAGE 
STORES 

School Lane, Bronington 
01948 780405 

 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 7–7 
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 7–7:30 

Sunday 7–4 
 

For all your everyday essentials! 

Exciting New Befriending Service for Individuals Over 50 
 

The Penley Rainbow Centre is delighted to announce that they are now running 
a free Befriending Service for individuals over 50, living in the Rural Maelor area 
of Wrexham. The project engages with individuals in the community; offering a 
face to face service. 
 

Our team of befrienders can visit befriendees in their own homes or in a local 
venue of their choice for a weekly chat. As the relationship develops, the  
befriender and the befriendee can plan activities and local outings together, or 
join in with the wider social activities and events being arranged from the  
Centre. The project aims to reduce feelings of loneliness and isolation felt by 
the over 50’s, which may have arisen due to any number of reasons such as 
retirement, ill health or bereavement. The project also aims to increase  
individual’s social networks and their confidence to manage life changes. 
 

Are you over 50 and interested in being befriended? 
Contact the befriending team on 01948 830 730 
 

Interested in becoming a Volunteer? 
Our befrienders are volunteers from the local community, who have a few 
spare hours a week to support the people in their communities. The  
befrienders are offered training and support in their roles and are valued  
members of the Rainbow Centre. If you would like to volunteer as a befriender, 
we would welcome your support and hope that in return we can make you feel 
part of the Centre, meet new friends and join in with our social activities  
arranged for volunteers. In February we are arranging a trip to the 
theatre and hold a different social event each month. 
 

If you would like to become a volunteer please call our Befriending 
team on 01948 830 730 and ask to speak to Geraldine or Rebecca. 
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Join us and discover a world of difference 
at… 
Ellesmere Town Hall, 3-5 Willow Street 
Tuesdays 5:15pm and 7:15pm 
 

Ellesmere Comrades Sports and Social 
Club Victoria Street 
Saturdays 10:00am 

ELLESMERE SLIMMING GROUP COUPLE OF THE YEAR 
 

Louise and Jason Lindsay are incredibly proud of their weight loss journey. So 
much so that they want to shout it from the roof tops! Louise has reached her 
target weight after losing nearly 4 stones and Jason has lost over 7 stones. 
Louise’s colleagues are amazed by the food that she has been able to eat while 
achieving her weight loss! As an added bonus, there has been a dramatic  
improvement in the arthritis that she has suffered in her knees and ankles. 
 
For Jason, his health was also a key consideration. Having supported Yvonne by 
advertising her Slimming World groups, he decided that the time for a change 
had arrived after being told by his doctor that he was at risk of developing  
diabetes. At first, Jason and Louise told no-one where they went on their  
Tuesday evenings out, but following their success they are proud ambassadors 
for Slimming World and have inspired other members of their family to follow 
in their footsteps. 
 
Their favourite Slimming World meals, which all the family enjoy, include chips, 
egg and beans, curry, roast dinners and sausage and mash. 
 
“Slimming World is about healthy eating. That is how we lost weight, eating 
proper food and healthy meals. Easy healthy eating with lots of fruit and veg, 
that was the feature that helped us to lose weight. You get so much  
encouragement and so many ideas from Slimming World that this ensures that 
you maintain your progress and keeps you on track after a bad day!” 

For details call Yvonne: 
07939 475426 
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BRONINGTON CHURCH 
 

Sunday Services Holy Trinity Church, Bronington 11:00am 
1st Sunday Family Communion (modern language) 

2nd Sunday Morning Prayer (traditional) 
3rd Sunday Holy Communion (traditional) 

4th Sunday Worship (varies) 
5th Sunday (only one service in the Hanmer Group)  

 

Mothers’ Union 
29 February, The Hanmer Arms 

21 March, Bronington Church, Holy Communion followed by Bring & Buy 
we extend a warm welcome to all to our meetings and services  

 

 Messy Church 
Includes breakfast, crafts and a short time of gathered worship 

10:30am at the Community Room, Bronington School 
for 0–10 years plus adult carer 

 19 February 'A fishy story' 
18 March 'a messy Mothering Sunday' 

 

A BIG ‘Thank You’ to all who supported the 
 Carol Singing round the village, collecting for Supporting Christopher Mumba. 

We raised close to £90 
 

Easter Week in Bronington 
Sunday 1st April 11:00am: Palm Sunday Holy Communion  

 

Wednesday 4th  April 12:00pm Lent Lunch at  
Linda Taylor's Holly Bank Farm, New Hall Lane 

 

Thursday 5th April 6:00pm for 6:30pm start Passover Meal and family  
celebration, at the School. No charge, but we need to know numbers for  

catering, call Linda (780361) or Sue (830468) for tickets 
 

Good Friday 6th April 10:30am All age interactive service followed by  
refreshments and Easter Egg Hunt, at the School 

 

Sunday 8th April 11:00am Easter Morning Holy Communion 
 

Are you in School Years 5–8? 
Are you interested in learning more about the Christian faith? 

If yes, maybe the following is for you! 
'Blessed be God Forever' is a course of facts, fun (we usually go away for a 

weekend) and interactive learning that is open to everyone. Following it you 
may choose to be welcomed into receiving Holy Communion in the Church in 
Wales, (optional) and if aged 10 by November 2012 you may wish to consider 
being confirmed by the Bishop (optional) for more details of what, where and 

when, tel. Sue or  Vicar Clive on 830468 by the end of  February 
 

Adults! 
Are you interested in discussing the Christian faith in a safe, non-threatening 

gathering? Are there perhaps points you'd like to make, questions you've  
always wanted to ask, but never had the time or opportunity? 

There are several options open in the coming year, including an Alpha Course, 
Lent Study afternoons (Tuesdays late February and March), Women's Church 
(fortnightly around an evening meal) and  Discussion Groups. All are informal, 

relaxed, friendly and welcoming. Tel Sue or the Vicar for details on 830468 
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A GLIMPSE AT THE PAST – Bronington ‘old’ School 
daniagroome@btinternet.com 
 

Do you realise it’s 25 years since Bronington was busy raising money to build a 
new school? The ‘old’ school has now been turned into houses. It desperately 
needed replacing, but was a happy environment in which to work and learn. I 
joined Bronington School first as a part-time teacher, but then became full time 
when a member of staff left to have children. 
 

The ‘old school’ was part of the Hanmer Estate, having been established in 1804, 
the crest is still on the front of the building. The Governors employed the staff 
but the Estate looked after the building. Attached to the school was School House 
where the Head teacher once lived and an orchard. 
 

The main  school was entered by a door next to School House, now No 3, into a 
room with a stone-tiled floor which served as the cloakroom, the ‘office’ and 
storeroom. The Secretary’s desk was on the left and opposite was a low stone 
sink and fire hose next to a large heavy wooden door on runners which opened 
on to the boys’ yard. Yes, the boys were separated at playtimes and the girls 
played in the yard in front of the school. 
 

My classroom (Year 3 & 4) had a folding partition and could be two classrooms. It 
was quite large but served as staff room, assembly hall and public gathering place 
for money raising events including Christmas concerts when a make-shift stage of 
trestles was erected. At the far end on the wall was a large board  
listing those children from Bronington who had passed the 11+ exam. Around the 
walls were large ridged radiators and pipes carrying very hot water, which 
burned if you touched them! 
 

Next door (now No 1) was the top infant class. We had adjoining doors but also 
in the corner was another door to the infant cloakroom, red quarry tile floor, 
hooks and wash hand basins. The floor was very slippery in wet weather or  
after the children had washed their hands for lunch. A mop was kept handy and 
the coats got wet if they fell off the hooks or were trampled on! 
 

The Reception class was housed in a mobile across the boys’ yard at the back of 
the school. This had gas heaters which often didn’t work in cold weather. If they 
wanted to paint or do water activities buckets of water were carried from the 
cloakroom by the teachers. 
 

Years 5 & 6 were in a green wooden hut across the girls’ yard, nicknamed Stalag 
49. It was heated by an old fashioned coke stove and was generally cold, with the 
snow blowing through the holes in the boards. I’ve lost count of how often we 
had to tell the children to keep their coats and gloves on. 
 

Probably the worst recollection of the old school for many was the toilets across 
the boys’ yard! They were spidery, full of cobwebs and froze in winter. The can-
teen was across the road where there are now two new bungalows. Meals were 
transported from Higher Wych School and kept warm until served. 
 

There are many tales to tell of life in the ‘old’ school. Many will be reminded of 
how boys from local schools were brought to Bronington for woodwork lessons 
in Stalag 49 while girls went to Hanmer to learn cooking. If you read the old log 
books it tells of children being evacuated to Bronington from Liverpool during the 
war and the antics these worldly wise children got up to! Maybe some of you 
might like to submit your memories of Bronington ‘old’ school. At least, I hope 
this reminder has stimulated a topic of conversation! 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL CONTACTS 
broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Ruth Jacks (Clerk)  861353  
Rodney Skelland  830361, rodney.skelland@btinternet.com 
 

BRONINGTON WARD 
 

Christine Henderson 780484, chris.d.henderson@talk21.com 
Anne Reardon  780557, areardon@broningtonservices.co.uk 
Barry Barlow  780449, barrybarlow@hotmail.co.uk 
Dania Groome 780414, daniagroome@btinternet.com 
Julie Powell 780380, peterpowell61@yahoo.com 
Mark Watson 780252 

 

ISCOYD WARD 
 

George Kynaston  780491, georgekynaston@btconnect.com 
Tim Paul 780642, timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk 
Chris Smith (Chairperson)  780362, chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk 
Nick Reid 860409 

 

TYBROUGHTON WARD 
 

David Evans 780280 
Rob Millington (Vice Chairperson)  780257, j.r.millington@btinternet.com 

ISCOYD W.I. 
 

The year began with the annual meal  at the Black Lion, Ellesmere. Members 
accompanied by friends and husbands enjoyed a very good meal. We have a 
varied programme for 2012. The programme for the next 6 months is as follows: 
 

8th March The story of Attingham Hall Dorothy Nicolle 
12th April Naughty but Nice (knickers) June Corner 
8th May  Social Evening 
14th June  Evening Outing: suggestions invited 
12th July  The Orient Express  Shirley Owen 
9th August  Collecting collectables  Idris Evans 
 

All of our meetings are open to visitors. If there is a meeting which particularly 
appeals, do join us. You will be made very welcome. Any enquiries, please  
contact Peggie Beddows on 01948 780402 

BRONINGTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Members are anyone living in the Parish of Bronington who is 65 years of age 
or over, a widow or widower. If you are new to the area or have achieved the 
‘magic’ age and wish to be included, please contact either Mildred Watson 
(780252) or Gerald Davies (780296). 

THE MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

The mobile library calls at Maes Llwyn Close in Bronington every  
3 weeks. The next visits from the library will be between 9:45am and 
11.00am on the following dates: 
 

Friday 16th March 2012 
Friday 27th April 2012 
Friday 18th May 2012 

mailto:Rodney.skelland@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.d.henderson@talk21.com
mailto:a.reardon@btconnect.co.uk
mailto:b.barlow@ukonline.co.uk
mailto:daniagroome@btinternet.com
mailto:georgeKynaston@btconnect.com
mailto:timpaul123@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:chris.smith@videoactive.co.uk
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NEWS FROM BRONINGTON VAP SCHOOL 
 

Just prior to our Christmas Break we received notification from the Welsh  
Government's Inspectorate, Estyn, that we would be having a full  
inspection for 3 days from January 23rd. Following a brief period of preparation 
by the staff and children, a team of five Inspectors arrived, including myself as 
the School's nominated Inspector. 
 

The team was led by Dr Prydwen Elfed-Owens accompanied by three other 
team Inspectors. Every conceivable area of the school was looked at. At this 
point we can report, informally, that the school was successful in reaching good 
grades in all areas. When the formal report becomes public in late March,  
interested parties from the community can ask for a copy at your School  
 

In the week prior to Christmas we were invited to take part in a Jesse Tree  
Celebration at St Giles’ Parish Church Wrexham. Mrs Maureen Rounding and 
Mrs Hilda Harris created a tree onto which ten beautiful medallions, designed 
and created by the children, were to be displayed. This was taken to St Giles’, 
along with trees from ten other schools in the Wrexham area. Alongside this, a 
large medallion depicting Moses was designed. This too was taken to St Giles’ 
to be hung on a very large tree. As a point of information the Jesse Tree 
evolved as a means to record Jesus' direct family lineage. The whole experience 
was very uplifting and seasonal. 

ONLINE WATCH LINK (OWL) 
 

We start the New Year with mild weather anticipating that the winter has yet 
to come! The old scams haven’t gone away, all offering something for nothing.  
The latest is an e-mail scam purporting to be from the National Statistics office 
that threatens a fine if personal details are not filed. Do not respond! 
 

Spring is the season for sales of double glazing, building repairs and burglar 
alarms etc. You may like to note the following phone numbers. 
Trading standards: 08454 040506 
 

If you would like your phone number removed from trading lists or unsolicited 
mail shots try these numbers, both received from Trading standards. 
Telephone Preference: 08450 700707 
Mail Preference: 08457 034599 
 

Wrexham Trading Standards has received information of a new Bank scam. A 
letter is sent on Bank letter headed paper and shows the addressees correct 
Bank sort code and account number; however the letter head appears to be a 
black and white photocopy. The letter states that the Bank has tried to make 
contact regarding the recipients account and requests that the recipient call 
the Bank on a mobile telephone number. 
 

Trading Standards advise that if your Bank is to write to you then it will be on 
their coloured headed paper, if they ask you to contact them via telephone 
then this number will be a landline number and not a mobile number. If you are 
unsure of the authenticity of any letter received from your Bank then you are 
advised to take the letter to your local branch, where they will be able to  
confirm the information provided in the letter. Consumers are advised never to 
give any of their details out over the telephone.  
 

Please report any incidents to Consumer Direct on: 0845 404 0506 
 

daniagroome@btinternet.com 
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Maelor Farm & Garden 
PENLEY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

PENLEY, WREXHAM LL13 0LQ 
(between Hanmer and Overton) 

Telephone: 01948 830839 
47kg Gas £58 DELIVERED, Coal £6.99 and Horse feed 

20kg Bird food £10.99, Sunflower Seeds, Sunflower Hearts and Peanuts 
Mixed Corn, Layers Pellets, Dog Food and Cat Food 

General hardware store, Garden accessories, Pots, Planters and Fencing 

FREE DELIVERY 

THREE PARISHES DIAMOND JUBILEE PARTY 
 

A joint party for the three parishes of Bronington, 
Whitewell and Tybroughton will be held at Bronington 

VAP School on 
 

Saturday May 19th 2012 
 

There will be a free afternoon event with entertainment for all ages including 
games, refreshments and a fancy dress competition. In the evening there will 
be a roadshow and other entertainment. Admission to the evening event will 
be by ticket only at a cost of £5 per person for anyone over 5 years old, which 
will include food. Please look out for posters around the area for further  
details!  

Tickets will be available from mid-March! 

JUBILEE LUNCHEON CLUB 
 

This is a new venture to give us the opportunity to meet together with other 
members of our community once a month to enjoy a lunch. 
 

With community funding and the kind co-operation of the Hanmer Arms we 
can offer a hot buffet-style lunch at a subsidised price for members of £5.50 per 
person. Our inaugural meeting will be on Thursday March 29th at 12:00 with 
lunch at 12:30 pm. 
 

If you would like to join us, book a place by ringing Dania (01948 780414) or 
Jean (01948 780222) as soon as possible, and by Friday March 23rd at the  
latest. 
 

We will do our best to assist if needed with transport etc. Just ask! Don’t be 
shy, please take this opportunity to make new friends and support this effort to 
bring our community together. We look forward to meeting you. 
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The Hanmer Arms 
Chris, Amanda and all of the staff would like to thank everyone 
for their continued support in our first 8 months at The Hanmer 

Arms. We will always strive to offer our customers a warm  
welcome and a relaxed atmosphere with Quality Home  

Cooked Foods, Great Beers and Service with a Smile 
 

We would also like to thank all our customers who voted for us 
following our nomination to enter ‘The Best of…Most Loved  

Business’ competition 
We are pleased to announce we have achieved  

 

2nd place, Nationally, in the  
Restaurant and Fine Dining category,  

 

and with your continued support we are sure we will be able to 
achieve 1st Place next year. 
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Lawn mower servicing and repairs also 

undertaken 

 

MOBILE  
MAINTENANCE 

 

Old Hall, Bronington 
01948 780588 

 

ESTABLISHED 23 years 
 

Servicing, Exhausts, Brakes,  
Engine Diagnostics 

 

Book now for your Spring service 

1st HANMER SCOUT GROUP 
 

Scouting is a worldwide, values based, educational Movement, which began 
in the UK in 1907. Today, there are more than 28 million members in over 
216 countries and territories and the Movement is still growing. In the UK, 
Scouting is now coeducational, offering a seamless progression of training, 
activities and awards for young people aged 6 to 25 years old, both boys 
and girls. 
 

So, if you would like your son or daughter to participate in activities that do 
not centre around TV, computers, Wii, X-Box or mobile phones, then why 
not join us on a Monday night 7:00–8:30pm at the Scout Headquarters in 
Horsemans Green? 
 

If your child is aged 7½ to 10½ we would be delighted for them to join us at 
Cubs. For details, please contact Pete on 01948 780495. 
 

If your child is aged from 10½ upwards, we would be delighted for them to 
join us at Scouts. For further information contact Paul on 07798 712974. 
 

We also have chairs and other equipment available for hire; please contact 
us if you would like further information. 
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© Bronington Community Group: 01948 780688 

All items for inclusion in Issue 8 of this newsletter should be sent to  
bronington@hotmail.co.uk by Friday 11h May 

We welcome all contributions 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

7th March 2012, 4th April 2012, 2nd May 2012 
 and 6th June 2012, all at 7:30pm.  

For venues contact Ruth Jacks at broningtoncommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

Fenn’s, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR 
 

Events 2012 
 

Sun 29 April 2pm 

Birds of the Mosses Walk 
 

An afternoon walk on the Mosses with Natural England volunteers Estelle 
Hughes and Eric Marsh to observe some of the bird species that thrive on the 
Mosses. Meet at Manor House NNR Reserve Base, Whixall. Due to popular 
demand there will be an additional Birds of the Mosses Walk on Mon 30 April 
2pm led by Pete Bowyer, Natural England and Estelle Hughes, Natural England 
volunteer. 
 

Sun 20 May 8am 

Amphibian and Reptile Hunt 
 

An opportunity to discover the amazing world of amphibians and reptiles on 
the Mosses with Pete Bowyer, Natural England and Natural England volun-
teer Robert Bleakley. Search for them; see where they live and what they 
need to survive. Meet at Manor House Reserve Base, Whixall. 
 

Sun 17 June 1pm 

Mammal Walk 
 

An opportunity to look for signs, catch and identify a variety of small mam-
mals on this Reserve with Stuart Edmunds of the Shropshire  
Mammal Group. Meet at Manor House Reserve Base, Whixall. 
 

Monthly 
Volunteer Task 
 

As well as these one-off events, the Fenn’s Volunteer Practical Group meets on 
the 2nd Sunday and 4th Thursday of each month. It’s a good opportunity to learn 
new skills and make new friends, so why not give it a go?! 
 

For details contact Pete Bowyer on 01948 880362 or e-mail  
peter.bowyer@naturalengland.org.uk  
 
All events (unless stated) must be booked in advance by contacting  
01948 880362 or e-mail paul.huxley@naturalengland.org.uk 
 

Find out more at: www.naturalengland.org.uk or by calling 0300 060 6000 


